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May XX, 2005

Vadim Beliavski

Moscow Cellular Communications

Russian Federation

tel/fax: +7 095 9117226

vadim@mcc.ru
Dear Mr. Beliavski,

I write to you as the Chairman of the International Forum on ANSI-41 Standards Technology, more commonly referred to as IFAST, Ltd.  We would like to introduce our organization to you and learn more about the work of the IA450, to possibly build a mutually beneficial relationship between our organizations.  Please let me share some background on IFAST, Ltd.
For over ten years, IFAST, Ltd. has facilitated the identification and resolution of issues to enable the interoperability of mobile systems between countries, wireless carriers, technologies, and technical standards, thereby protecting the investment made by the industry in the ANSI-41 family of standards while evolving to a seamless global network.

IFAST, Ltd. has established the procedures for the global coordination, assignment and allocation of International Roaming Mobile identification numbers (IRM) for ANSI-41 based mobile systems (e.g. EIA/TIA–553 analog, IS–136 TDMA, IS–95 CDMA, cdma2000®).  IRMs perform, internationally, the same function as the Mobile Identification Number (MIN) in domestic networks. The use of IRMs is a temporary solution for international roaming between or into ANSI-41 based systems. The long term solution is the evolution to and use of the International Mobile Subscriber Identifier (IMSI) as defined in ITU Recommendation E.212.  An IRM Network Identifier is the 4-digit code defining an IRM Block, which is a group of one million unique IRMs which all have the same IRM Network Identifier.  There are 3,600 IRM Network Identifiers. 2,000 MIN Blocks of the format 0XXX and 1XXX and 1,600 MIN Blocks of the format NXX0 and NXX1 (N=2-9).  IFAST, Ltd. has been very successful in its global endeavors and may be of some service to IA450 members in the future.
IFAST, Ltd. also performs SID (System Identification Number) global coordination and allocation by country.  SID identifiers are allocated to wireless carriers by each national telecommunications authority.  However, if a country does not have a SID range, or needs a larger range (or other services) they can apply to IFAST, Ltd. to have one of the reserved ranges allocated.  IFAST, Ltd. has been allocating SID ranges since November 1997. IFAST, Ltd. has recently asked our over 110 IRM participants, with whom we regularly correspond, to supply us with their current billing (BID) and broadcast SID information in an effort to expand our database to better facilitate global coordination of SIDs. 
The IFAST Board of Directors believes that there is significant value in our two groups establishing and maintaining a close, cooperative relationship.  To that end I suggest we establish a formal liaison and prepare to deliver presentations to mutually educate or membership.  In the interim, I invite you (or a representative) to attend our next IFAST General Meeting scheduled for June 29th – 30th in La Jolla, CA.  I invite you to visit out website at www.IFAST, Ltd.org for a copy of the meeting agenda and detailed information about IFAST, Ltd.

I look forward to hearing your thoughts on this subject and look forward to a productive future.  Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me by phone at +52-555-503-6195, or via email at bmartinez@IFAST.org
Sincerely,

Bernardo Martinez

IFAST, Ltd. Chair

CC: Dorota Inkielman
    Skierniewicka 10A
    01-230 Warszawa
            Poland
e-mail: Dorota.Inkielman@centertel.pl

