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July 11, 2005

La Jolla, CA, U.S.A., June 29-30, 2005 IFAST 25 Meeting Highlights
Bernardo Martinez of IUSACEL, Mexico, Chairman of IFAST, Ltd. convened IFAST 25 at 1 PM, (PT).  The meeting was attended by some of IFAST’s largest users of IRMs (China Unicom) as well as attendees representing new and upcoming operators (Angola).
During the two day meeting, over twenty-four contributions were reviewed, discussed and acted on. Numerous agreements we reached and action items were assigned to IFAST members and participants. Of significance to IFAST participants and interested parties, the following topics are highlighted:
· New Logo

· Membership in IFAST

· New SID Guidelines

· 10 IRM Request Threshold

· IRM and SID Application and Payment Form

· TIA’s Mobile Equipment ID (MEID)

New Logo. IFAST 25 reached agreement to once again change the IFAST logo. Various candidates were presented but the original, globe style logo, first used in 1996, was the winner! With some modifications needed, IFAST will debut its “new” logo in the upcoming months!

Membership in IFAST. The IFAST, Ltd. By-Laws written and adopted in February, 2005 define the requirements for general membership. The IFAST Board of Directors encourages all those organizations interested in actively supporting IFAST to apply for general membership. See the IFAST website for details at www.ifast.org.
New SID Guideline. Traditionally, IFAST has assigned blocks of unused SID codes to countries or international entities such as satellite carriers that do not have a block, or need more codes. However, global situations and developments necessitate IFAST perform this critical role of world-wide SID management since the initial allocation of the resource has now become obsolete. At IFAST 25 the SID Guidelines were updated to support the assignment of national SIDs and agreement was reached to charge a minimal application and maintenance fee for both national and international SIDs. A grandfather clause was also included. The new SID Guidelines (version 2.0.3, July 2005) are available on the IFAST website www.ifast.org.
10 IRM Request Threshold. When requesting IRMs, carriers are encouraged to limit the number of IRMs to only those that are needed. If a request for 10 or more new IRMs is received, the IRM Administrator may require additional information from the requesting carrier. If the need is not justified, the administrator is not bound to making the full assignment.
IRM and SID Application and Payment Form. To better assist IFAST participants in their request for new IRMs / SIDs and in calculating the proper payment, the IRM/SID Application Form has now been broken into two separate forms, one for each resource. Additionally, it was agreed to add a Corporate Contact category to the existing Technical and Billing Contact categories present on the old form. The new forms are available on the IFAST website www.ifast.org.
TIA’s Mobile Equipment ID (MEID). The Telecommunications Industry Association (TIA) has asked IFAST to assist in notifying ANSI-41 carriers world-wide of the forthcoming transformation of the Electronic Serial Numbers (ESNs) to the next generation resource called Mobile Equipment Identifiers (MEIDs). This change could have an impact on wireless carrier networks, back-office billing and fraud systems, and roaming capabilities starting in 2006. IFAST 25 agreed to support TIA in their efforts to promulgate this important news. For more details please visit the IFAST website and click on ‘Impact of Next Generation ESN-MEID’ from the home page. www.ifast.org.
About IFAST

Established in 1996, and Incorporated in 2005, IFAST, Ltd. is an independent forum that facilitates the identification and resolution of issues to enable the interoperability of systems between countries, carriers, technologies, and standards, thereby protecting the investment made by the industry in the ANSI-41 family of standards while evolving to a seamless global network. More information can be found by visiting www.ifast.org.
